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interior places and on account of the very extensive coast
line. For present-day Turkey, the ports may be classified
into those on the Black Sea, on the Straits (Bosporus,
Sea of Marmara, and Dardanelles), and in western and
southwestern Anatolia.

The leading Turkish Black Sea ports are Trebizond,
Samsun, Ineboli, and Songuldak. Trebizond suffers from
the competition of Batum (returned by Soviet Eussia to
Turkey in 1921, subsequently turned over under a special
arrangement to Georgia), and also from that of Sainsun.
Products, principally tobacco, filberts and eggs, produced
in the immediate vicinity will continue probably to be
exported through Trebizond; but the tendency along the
Black Sea coast is towards decentralization of trade
entrepots.   Thus, to the east, Baturn takes away consider-
able business; a few miles to the west, Tireboli has some
importance; while Samsun stands out as the most prom-
ising port along the southern coast of the Black Sea.
Trebizond is handicapped by a difficult hinterland which
does not permit the building of serviceable roads or rail-
ways.   Samsun, however, is the sea terminus of impor-
tant Anatolian trade routes extending in southeasterly
and southwesterly directions.   The projected Black Sea
railways, initiated by French interests before the Great
"War but included with many extensions in the abortive
concessions of the Ottoman-American Development Com-
pany, would enhance tremendously the economic develop-
ment of this rich region.   Under present conditions, the
roads back of Samsun are nearly impassable during sev-
eral weeks in the year when the journey between Samsun
and Angora requires nearly a month.   Ineboli is a more
advantageous port for the Turkish capital.    It seems
likely, however, that the usual method of communication
from the outside world with Angora will continue to be
by the Anatolian Railway line which has been in opera-
tion for many years.   Songuldak, together with Koslu